
Poplar Creek Public Library District   

Internet Use and Safety Policy   

The Poplar Creek Public Library District (PCPLD) provides internet connected computers and free Wi-Fi.   

Additionally, a variety of software programs are available for public use.   

In order to insure safe and legal use of these materials and services, the following policy will be enforced.   

PCPLD may suspend or terminate a patron's computer privileges if the Library reasonably believes that the patron 

has violated any portion of this policy. Future internet use privileges and/or other library privileges may be modified 

and/or suspended in their entirety at the discretion of the Executive Director.   

PCPLD has and will continue to comply with the requirements of the Children's Internet Protection Act, as codified at 

47 U.S.C. § 254(h) and (I). PCPLD is committed to assuring the safe conduct of all students, while on the internet, and 

has a comprehensive policy about the proper use of our technological resources.   

   

 The following applies to the use of public computers in all departments:   

   

• When making reservations for library computers or checking out laptops, individuals must use their own library 

cards. Patrons may not use other individuals' library cards, including those of other family members.   

• PCPLD is not responsible for damage to a patron's storage device, or for any loss or corruption of data, damage 

to user hardware or storage, or liability that may occur from patron use of the Library's computer, software or 

Wi-Fi network.   

• PCPLD has no control over, and is not responsible for, the availability or accuracy of the information from sites 

not created by or maintained by the PCPLD. Only web pages with the PCPLD logo are provided and maintained 

by the PCPLD. Users of public access computers and laptops are solely responsible for the evaluation and use 

of data they gather from the Internet.   

• Information on the internet may be erroneous; out-of-date; illegal or considered offensive; and/or 

controversial or sexually explicit. While filters prevent accessibility to some of the aforementioned content, 

computer users have sole responsibility for identifying/avoiding such information.   

• Parents are encouraged to work closely with their children to develop good internet safety skills, which are 

consistent with their family's values and boundaries; see, for example, Child Safety on the Information 

Highway, (http://www .safekids .com/child-safety-on-theinformation-highway /) and NetSmartz.org/parents.  

   

• PCPLD staff will not enter any data into a website on behalf of, nor complete an online form for, any Library 

patron.   

• Users may not use the Library's computers for illegal activities. Because the Library is a public place, the 

displaying of sexually suggestive objects or pictures could be in violation of state and Federal obscenity laws 

(720 ILCS 5/11-20 and 720 ILCS 670/0.01 et seq.; U.S. Code Title 18, Chapter 110 and Title 47, 223 and 231).  

Patrons caught viewing pornography will be asked to leave the library.   
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• It is the responsibility of the user to respect copyright laws and licensing agreements, and to assume 

responsibility for payment of fees for any fee-based service.   

• Users may not use the Library's computers to interfere with or disrupt other users, services or equipment. 

Disruptions include, but are not limited to, harassment, distribution of unsolicited advertising, propagation of 

computer viruses, or attempts to make unauthorized entry to other computers.   

   

• Users must respect the privacy of other computer users. This includes not representing yourself as another 

user, not modifying passwords, not trying to gain access to someone else's data, not "hovering" over other 

users while waiting for a computer, and not viewing and/or commenting on a neighboring computer user's 

screen contents (without permission) .   

   

• The Library does not retain records of content accessed or personal information submitted on the public 

computers except in cases of illegal activity.   

   

Inappropriate Network Usage   

   

• To the extent practical, steps shall be taken to promote the safety and security of users of the PCPLD online 

computer network when using electronic mail, chat rooms, instant messaging, and other forms of direct 

electronic communications.   

   

• Specifically, as required by the Children's Internet Protection Act, prevention of inappropriate network usage 

includes: (a) unauthorized access, including so-called 'hacking,' and other unlawful activities; and (b) 

unauthorized disclosure, use, and dissemination of personal identification information regarding minors.   

     

Guests 18 and over visiting for one day, and possessing a valid ID will be issued a guest pass. If they come back more 

than once in the same week or month, they will be asked to purchase a Computer-Use-Only card. Guests ages 14 

through 17, with a valid student ID, will be issued a guest pass to use the filtered computers in the Teen room.   

   

PCPLD makes no warranties of any kind in connection with the provision of access to and use of its networks and 

internet. PCPLD expressly disclaims any liability or responsibility arising from access to its network or use of information 

obtained through its electronic information systems, or any consequences thereof and shall not be responsible for any 

claims, losses, damages or costs (including attorney's fees) of any kind suffered, directly or indirectly, by any user and/or 

parent or guardian arising out of the user's use of its network or internet.   
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